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AN INQUIRY RESPECTING THE 


FALSE PROPHETS OF THE PRES- 


ENT AGE. 
(Concluded from page 240.) 


Ir may possibly, however, be 
thought by some, that even ad- 
mitting the correctness of the 
principle, to which the foregoing 

observations have irresistibly led 
us, still there are certain peculiar, 
and even distinguishing features 
in the calvinistic system, which 
have nothing to do in placing the 
sinfulness and danger of impeni- 
tent sinners in the most alarming 
light ; and, therefore, that to se- 
lect this system as the system of 
truth, while all others, so far as 
they differ from it, are ranked a- 
mong what the apostle calls * doc- 
trines of devils,’ is an instance of 
very grossilliberality. ‘T'o avoid 
such a charge, it becomes neces. 
sary to bring to the test the points 
inview. And I am persuaded, 
that a fair and candid view of 
the subject will make it abund- 
antly evident, that all those sys- 
tems, which discard any of the 
leading traits in the calvinistic 
system, are distinguished from it 
precisely in the same way, in 
which the declarations of the 
false prophets were distigguished 
from those of the trué “The one 
cries * peace” ime tq@me deorce, 


the other declares, that there is 
** no peace.” 

Passing by those systems which 
openly assert, that the human 
heart is not entirely sinful; that 
the sins of men are mere frailties, 
which require no atonement be- 
side repentance and reformation ; 
that none of mankind deserve eter- 
nal punishment ; or, that if they 
do, it will be inflicted on none ;— 
as being 30 obviously the voice of 
those who are crying peace ; that 
no one who admits the above Sta- 
ted principle, can 7 to 
defend them, our attéfition must 
be directed to others of a more 
plausible description. 

In opposition to one calvinistic 
doctrine, it is warmly contended 
by some, that impenitent sinners, 
continuing in impenitence, may 
do something acceptable to God. 
Theze teachers frequently dwell 
much on the sinfulness and dan- 
wer of the wicked, and on this 
ground urge them to call on God 
to have mercy on them ; and as- 
sure them, that if they do this, in 
a sincere and persevering manner, 
God will not refuse to hear and 
grant them their requests.— 
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An Inguiry respecting False prophets. 


Then igh these persons agree with 
Calvmists im some important 
Soeieh still it iseasy to see, that so 
fer as they differ from them, they 
speak a language more calming 
to the fears of those, who are liv- 

ing in sin. Let an impenitent 
sinner, who is deeply sensible of 
his sinful and wretched state, be 
told, that if he prays to God with 
earnestness and perseverance, 
though it be with no better. heart 
than he now has, God will not 
disregard his cries, but will assur- 
edly hear him and give him a new 
heart, he- will at once feel as 
though his condition was not so 
dangerous as he had feared: for 
he knows that he can call upon 
God with such an heart as he has, 
and he knows, also, that at pres- 
ent he ts determined to doit. On 
the other hand, let him be told, 
that, in his present sinful state, he 
can do nothing, but what is sin- 
ful in the sight of God, that if he 
prays with his present temper, it 
is but abomination, and that if he 
neglects to pray itis rebellion, and 
he will at once be sensible, that if 
this be the case, danger stares him 
in the face on every side. He 
will, of course, be driven directly 
and immediately to repentance 
and faith, as tHéon' y things, that 


can afford him even a shadow of 


safety. ‘The ‘entiment, there- 
fore, under consideration, is evi- 


dently on the same ground, that 


was occupied by the false proph- 
ets of old. 
In opposition to anotheg dk doc- 


trine of the same system, it is 


strongly maintained by some, 
that God has made no determin- 
ation respecting the future condi- 
tion of anv of mankind. But, 
before them. Ite and 


having: set 
death, and given them ‘wat 1s 





called a self-determining power, 
has left every one to decide by his 
own choice, which shall be his 
portion. Though teachers of this 
description may unite with calvin- 
ists in asserting tie sinfulness and 
danger of the wicked, still they 
evidently teach a doctrine less 
calculated to awaken their fears. 
Let an impenitent sinner, who 
begins to think seriously what 
will become of him hereafter, be- 
licve, that God has made no de- 
termination respecting him, but 
has Jeft him to decide for himself, 
and he will at once feel as though 
his danger cannot be very great. 
For, though” he may"be sensible, 
that at present, he has no heart 
to forsake his sins, and live a holy 
life ; still he wilk presume, that 
he shall not be so fooiish, as to 
suffer himself to perish forever. — 
He will, imagine, that rothing 
more than a lively sense of the in 
portance of being saved will be 
necessary to incline him to exert 
his power in turning from dark- 
ness to light. This lively sense, 
he will presume, he shall have, at 
leasf, when he finds himself on the 
borders of the grave, and, there- 
fore, with very little anxiety, he 
‘can lay aside, for the present, all 
his fears. A very little acquaint- 
ance with mankind must be suffi- 
cient to satisfy any candid obser- 
ver, that on this very principle, 
multitudes are “ putting far off 


, the evil day,” and saying to their 


souls, ** take thine ease, eat, drink 
and be merry ; and to-morrow 
shall be as this day, and much 
more abundant.” And should 
some degree of concern begin, to 
take place, it would only serve to 
eaj'ven their hope ; for, in sucha 
cise; they would be ready to pre- 
cume, that a little more’ concert, 
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would overcome their reluctance, 
and dispose them to become new 
creatures. On the other hand, 


Jet an inquiring sinner believe, 


that his future condition is. al- 
ready fixed in the eternal pur pos- 
es of a holy God—a God, whora 
he has ever been provoking by 
his sins, and he cannot but trem- 
ble, lest he may be consigned to 
‘everlasting ch carat, And in 
proportion as he realizes his own 
sinful character, his f: ars will rise, 


-and he will be ready to exclaim, 


is it possible, that a holy and just 
God can have determined other- 
wise, than@o destroy forever such 
a sintul wretch as I have been ? 
And ‘he will be kept from com- 
plete despair by this considera- 
tion Only, the Lord has determined 
to have mercy on some of the 
chief of sinners, It appears, there- 
fore, that, while a belief in the 
doctrine of predestination serves 
to alarm the fears of impenitent 
sinners, and to raise them to the 
highest pitch, a disbelief of it, on 
the contrary, serves only to calm, 
and lull them into a most fagal se- 
curity. We must necessarily con- 
clude, of course, that those teach- 
ers who oppose this doctrine, like 
the false prophets of old, are ei- 
ther hushing their hearers into 


stupidity, or else encouraging . 


them te warm themselves by a 
*‘ fire of their own kindling.” 
This train of comparison might 
be persued through some other 
particulars, but it 1s easy to see, 
that the re-ult would still be the 
same. 
cessarily to this conclusion, that, 
as the calvinistic system does rep- 
resent the sinfulness and danger 
of impenitent sinners in the most 
alarming light, it must be consid- 
ered as the Lord’s prophet, while 


We are led, therefore, nee” 


, mrt 
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every other system, £o far as it op- 
poses the essential truths contain- 
ed in this, are prophets of lies. 
In support of the correctness of 
what has been advanced, some- 
thing, perhaps, may be gathere 
from ie It appears from 
scripture, that the prevalence. of 
false prophets was always accom. 
panied with pri fligacy of morals. 
Inthe days of Ahab king of I3- 
rael, when true religion Was atits 
lowest ebb, the prophets of Baal, 


_and the ght ets of the groves, 


are said to have been 850 persons, 
while Elijah was the only prophet 
of the Lord, who dared to make 
his appearance. And from fhe 
description that 1s given of those 
times, we have reason tod think, 
that profligacy of manners /pre- 
vailed in as great a degreé as idol- 
atry. A similar remark may be 
made on many other periods of 
the Jewish history. We may as- 
sume it, therefore, as an establish. 
ed principle, that wherever im- 
moral practices greatly abound, 
false sentiments abound also. 

On turning our attention to the: 
state of the christian ‘world, a 
short time previous to the ever 
memorable reformation under 
Luther and Cal ‘se we find iit 
sunk into the st grade of a- 
bominable immorality. The ex- 
ecrable practice of granting par- 
dons and indulgences, had set 
open the flood-gates of profligacy, 
“and the dreadful torrent, which 
issued forth, under the sanction as 
Abvidre, of the venerable fathers 
of the church, indicated a most 
awful departure from the truth as 
itis in Jesus. ‘Lhis torrént’ was 
checked, in some measure, by the 
reformers, who with scarce any 
exception, embraced what have 
since been called calvinistic doc. 
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trines and warmly defended them 
in opposition to the adherents of 
the papacy. Calvin in Switzer- 
Jand, Luther in Germany, and 
Knox in Scotland, all taught the 
same doctrine, and inculcated the 
sare morality ; and a surprising 
alteration in the conduct of the re- 
formed took place, where ever 
their doctrines were received. It 
has been noticed, also, by every 
observing traveller, that, in those 
places, where these doctrines have 
been retained with the east admix- 
ture, divine institutions are more 
strictly regarded. and an exempla- 
ry morality more universally main. 
tained, than in any of those coun- 
tries, in which tenets, more ac- 
commodated to the feelings of 
the natural heart, have been re- 
ceived.” So far, therefore, as any 
thing can be gathered from the 
reformation from popery it is this, 
that the system of doctrine main- 

tained by Calvin, is the system of 
ora 

Let‘ us now come down toa 
og nearer to our own times. 

fhe first settlers of New England 
were undoubtedly a pious and ex- 
emplary face. They embraced 
allthe essential doctrines taught 
by the reformers, as appears from 
the wiitings of their mosteminent 
divines, and their public cou fes- 
sions of faith: and it is certain, 
that very few of those lax sentt- 
ments, which have since abound. 
ed, found any place among then? 
In their day, piety and morality 
went hand in hand, and”both 
were considered as being abso- 
lutely necessary to command el- 
ther respectability or confidence, 
No one wasthen promoted to a- 
ny public employment, whose mo- 
ralitv or piety were even suspect- 
ed.’ Ministers of the gospel who 
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taught the doctrines maintained 
by the reformers, were employed 
in every place, and every individu- 
al with the greatest cheerfulness 
contributed to their support. Di- 
vine institutions were then sacred. 
ly observed, and every species of 
dissipation and immorality was 
frowned out of sight. And it 
may well be presumed, that in 
the correct principles and exem- 
plary habits, which were then cul- 
tivated, was laid the foundation 
of our present liberties, and of 
those invaluable privileges, by 
which, as a. nation, we are now 
distinguished. Buf, ‘* how is the 
gold become dim, afid the most 
fine gold changed !”” It cannot be 
denied, even by a superficial ob- 
server, that appearances of piety 
have greatly declined ; that it is 
now by no means necessary, that 
a person should be apparently pi- 
ous, or even moral, in order to be 
respected, or promoted to stations 

of great influence and responsi- 
bility ; ; that divine institutions are 
every where trampled upon ; and 
that every species of dissipation 
and immorality are publicly ob- 
truding themselves to notice.— 
What can be the cause of such 


“¢ ? , . 
general degeneracy ? I answer; 


itis undoubtedly to be found in 
the prevalence of those doctrines, 
which have been considered as the 
doctrines of the false prophets. 
These doctrines, it is well known, 
have been every where introdu- 
ced, andin almost every place, 
have found a multitude of adher- 
ents: And it cannot be dented, 
that the delightful prospect, which 
the first settlement of New-Eng- 
land* held out to posterity, .has 
been awfully clouded by their 
deleterious influence. Other cau’: 
es, itis true, may have had some 
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influence in debasing our public 
character, but it must principally 
be ascribed to a departure from 
the ** good old way” of belief, to 
the introduction of sentiments ac- 
commodated, in some degree, to 
the corrupt taste of a_ wicked 
heart. So far, therefore, as the 
religious history of our land gives 
any testimony in this case, tt is 
this, that the calvinistic system | is 
the system of truth. 

Though the subject has spun 
out to an unexpecied length, I 
cannot persuade myself to lay 
down my pen without re- 
questing the read soberly to in- 
quire, what is the prospect before 
us? On -ewery side we are beset 
with the flatteries of false proph- 
ets. Multitudes are found, who 
encourage them in prophecying 
“smooth things,’? and thus in 
healing but slightly the grievous 
wound, which sin has made.— 
And there is every reason to be- 


lieve, that the feelings of many, 


who have not as yet forsaken the 
good old path, are in perfect uni- 
son with those who have, and are 
only Waiting for a favorable oppor- 
tunity to go over to the camp of 
the enemy: In such a state of 
things, is there not reason to trem- 
ble, not merely for the ‘“ ark of 
the Lord,” but for impenitent 
sinners, whose folly may plunge 
them, before they are aware of it, 
into the dreadful gulph of unut- 
terable woe ? Are“not, then, the 
friends of trutj @he friends of 
man, loudly called upon to be up 
and doing, in mappset of their 
Master’s cause ? And, though we 
despise not those “ carnal weap- 
ons’? which reasoning furnishes 
for our defence, to place our prin- 
cipaltreliance on the “ spiritual 
weapons” of a holy and perfect 


tej 
4 





example weapons, which, if 
faithfully wielded, cannot fail to 
shake the strongest hold, in which 
our enemies are entrenched. The 
cause, my brethren, in which we 
are engaged, Is worthy of our 
most animated exertions, and we 
have abundant assurance, that if 
we engage in it, as we ought, the 
victory will be ours. 
DeteEcrTor. 


“ BOAST NOT OF TO- MORROW. 


Tuere are but few among the 
creat class of mankind, bur se- 


cretly resolve toembrace religion » 


at some period in life. ‘They be- 
lieve it isnecessary,but otherthings 
make their demand, therefore the 
concerns of the soul are laid aside 
to be noticed at some future day. 
‘hus thousands pass along uncon- 
cerned respecting their mora] 
condition. That men should 
boast of to-morrow is assuming 
the prerogative of God. He a- 
ione hag time at his disposal. . It 
is his to give and take away. The 
manner in which he bestows.it on 
the children of men, sufficiéntly 
proves, it is his to give, and that, 
according to the improvement 
made of it. One moment ‘suc- 
ceeds another, so that no person 
can possess more than an individ- 
ual atatime. If therefore, men 
boast of to-morrow, they implicit- 
ly de@lare that time is theirs.— 
This conduct, put into language, 
would read, * God has no _liber- 
ty to deprive us of anticipated 
time. ‘To-morrow is ours and 
not God’s, and we shall certainly 
see it, and rejoice in it.” This is 
directing their arrows at the 
throne of Jehovah. Itis opposi- 
tion and rebellion in the extreme. 
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Such as boast of to-morrow, are 
in no situation to improve to-day 
or to-morrow. This disposition 


would lead any person to forget 


kis accountability, and conse- 
quently he would be in no situa- 
tion to make a proper use of to- 
morrow, if he saw it arrive. Sin- 
ners should not boast of to-mor- 
row, for they know not whata 
day may bring forth. ‘To-mor- 
row may bring forth adversity. — 
All must acknowledge, prosperity 
is the most favorable time to pre- 
pare for future scenes. Addversi- 
ty clouds and perplexes the mind, 
and unfits it for religious im- 
provement. How many have 
seen the folly of dismissing reli- 
gion to be attended to in the days 
of trouble. And should to-mor- 
row present any of you, to whom 
these thoughts are addressed, with 
adverse scenes, experience would 
thoroughly teach you, the mad- 
ness of boasting of to-morrow.— 
Once seriously compare a pleas- 
ant hour,‘with one attended with 
the sorrows of life, and you could 
not avoid preferring the former 
to the latter, to make ready for 
eternity. : 

‘To-morrow you may be de- 
prived of your reason. Reason 
is fecessary to make ready for 
the grave and eternity, A man 
may die in a delirium, who has 
previously prepared for death, 
and his spirit safely arrive at 
heaven; but if religion is neg- 
lected till reason is taken away, 
there can be no rational hope.— 
How can you-repent without 
some rational sensation and re- 
flection? Impossible! At once 
then learn the danger of boast- 
ing of to-morrow, since reason 
may depart with the present day. 
Ofien are people one hour ration- 





al, the next as senseless, an, 
more so to appearance, than the 
brutal creation, Consider then, 
to-day you may meditate, pray, 
hear, and repent, but to morroy 
may put an end to this privilege, 
To-morrow you may be more 
senseless ‘than at present ; this 
may be its production. The long. 
er men live in their wickedness, 
the more stubborn and rebellioy; 
they are. In vain many imagine 
that time will annihilate thei 
love to sin. So far from this, 
it is nourished and strengthened 
by it, The more opportunity a 
vicious man has in his possession, 
the more profligate he will usual. 
ly become. Some, who wer 
once tender in their feelings to. 
wards religion, are now, aftera 
long opportunity, hardened in the 
road to eternal ruin. The more 
they have presumed on time, the 
less punctual they have been to 
fulfil their solemn promises ; and 
now they are vessels of wrath fit. 
ted for destruction. What en. 
couragement, then, of presuming 
on a to-morrow? Are you not 
sufficiently wicked to-day ? Have 
you not already accumulated an 
intolerable store of wrath? Be 
entreated not to throw on fuel to 
that fire which was kindled long 
ago, and has been burning and in- 
creasing for many years ; andit 
not quenched will burn forever. 
For in trusting to an_ hereafter, 
you show you are not satisfied 
with your present attainments 
in wickedness, but wish more ful- 
ly to act outthe depravity of your 
hearts. Should you neglect reli- 
gion to-day, perhaps the same 
warnings, which might nowaiarm 
you, would have no effect to-mor- 
row, but to prepare you for the 
everlasting displeasure of God. 
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Finally, to-morrow may bring’ 
forth death. It is in no degree 
certain, because a person is alive 
to-day, he will be sv onthe mor: 
row. LTbousands have been taken 
away unexpectedly inthe midst 
of their days. Job observes— 
«One dieth in his full strength, 
being wholly at ease and quiet, 
with his breasts full of milk, and 
his bones moistened with mar- 
row.’ Little children, who raise 
the expectations of their parents, 
are frequently cut off ina moment. 
Youth also, are often disappoint- 
ed respecting life. They esti- 
mate this world highly, and but 
little believe, they shall leave the 
stage till the honors of a long life 
are bestowed upon them. ‘They 
move on in the path of applause 
with a kind of rapture, while 
death approaches, reads his com- 
mission to accompany him to the 
lonely valley. His chilling blast 
turns the rosy cheek to calenat, 
and concludes all worldly enjoy- 
ments. What a host of instances 
there are of this kind | Numbers 
inthe small circle in which we 
have lived, have suddenly bidden 
this world adieu. One day we 
seethem in health, the next on a 
sick bed, and the next in the cof- 
in and grave. The cases are 
frequent in which people have re- 
paired to rest in a healthy state, 
in the morning their bodies 
were prepared for the congrega- 
tion of the dead. Others who rose 
inthe morning with the greatest 
hopes of living, before the eve- 
hing sun, were sent to the eternal 
world. ‘This day you live, but 
whoamong you can determing, 
he shall be an inhabitant of this 
world another hour? ‘The ma- 
%y gudden deaths which have 
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come within your notice, may 
Serve to convince you of the pre- 
sumption of boasting of to-mor- 
row. Itissaid in the Economy 
of Human Life, * this moment is 
ours, the next is in the womb of 
futurity.” To day you may 
make your peace with God whom 
you have offended, but to-mor- 
row his anger may be excited, 
and he swear in his righteous dis- 
pleasure, you shall never enter 
into his rest. ‘To-day you ate a- 
mong your friends, to-morrow 
you may be ina world of spirits. 
Though a miser as described in. 
the scriptures, was pleasing him- 
self in view of the delights he ex- 
pected to enjoy on the morrow, 
yet the shades of evening witness- 
ed his dissolution, One hour he 
was meditating on means to be- 
come wealthy, and fancied much 
bliss in the execution of his de- 
signs ; the next, his spirit desert- 
ed its tenement and awoke in hell. 
How alarming the transition !— 
In a moment to be cut off from 
every fond expectation and hurl’d 
to endless horror! Let me once 
more ask this serious question— 
“ Will any of you boast of - to- 
morrow ?”’ thousands have cone 
this and been awfully disappoint- 
ed. Remember, yes, remember, 
death is unwearied in his labors, 
and God sovereign in his dispen- 
sations! This night, for ought 
you know, may end the pleasurés 
of time, and conduct you forever 
beyond the reach of pardon. Had 
you infallible and infinite knowl-. 
edge, sothat you could survey 
time and eternity, you might pos- 
sibly boast of an hereafter ; but 
never forget you are but worms, 
and know not the day nor the 
hour of your death. , 
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Time alone can unfold the se- 
crets of futurity. » No longer, 
then, flatter yourselves, that 
months and years of pleasure are 
before you. Itis true, through as- 
tonishing goodness, you may live 
to see a to-morrow ; but you have 
more reason to fear the justice of 
God will be displayed in your de- 
struction. My last, best, and on- 
ly advice to you, is, do not spend 
all your days in procrastination. 
Reflect on your characters, and 
see how much remains to be done 
before you can’ enter heaven.— 
Think on the loss of heaven, and 


‘the pangs of hell, and, “ Boast 


not of to-morrow, for you know 
not whata day may bring forth.” 
ZENOS. 


A SHORT SERMON, 


Malachi. iii. 8, 

Will a man ro‘ Gord? Yet ye have 
robbed me. bu ve say, wherein 
have we robbed thee? In tithes and 
offerings. 

Tue tribe of Levihad no in- 
heritance given them, when the 
land was divided by lot. They 
were not to till the earth, but 
serve at the tabernacle. And 
for their support the other tribes 
were to give them the tenth part 
of all their produce. Num. xviii. 
20, 21. And the Lord spake un- 
to Aaron, thou shalt have no in- 
heritance in their land, neither 
shalt thou have any part among 
them; lam thy part, and thine 
inheritance among the children 
of Israel. And behold I have 
given the children of Levi all the 
tenth in Israel for their inheritance 
for their service, which they serve, 
even the service of the tabernacle 
of the congregation.. Thus a 


Sermon. [Szpr, 


tenth part the tribes were requir. 
ed to give unto the Levites fo, 
their support, while serving 
the tabernacle, or temple. 

They were also required to 
give another tenth part to supply 
the Levites with sacrifices, which 
were to be offered unto God a 
their annual feasts Deut. xiv, 99 
—27. Hence they had to givea 
fifth part of all their produce for 
the support of the Levites and 
the worship of God, beside the 
sacrifices, they were to offer in 
particular cases, and other exnens. 
es. All the tithes and offerings, 
which God required them to pre. 
sent unto him, were his due. Now 
when God, in the text, charges 
the Jews with the crime of rob. 
bing him, they inguire in wha 
way they had done it? He an. 
swered, in tithes and: offerings. 
These were cue to him, these they 
withheld... These they aid not 
bring as he required, but convert 
ed them to their own use. This 
God cails robbery. The text, 
then, teaches this truth. that with. 
holding from God his due, is rob. 
bing him. 

Though we cannot. deceive 
God, nor take any thing from 
him by force ; yet when we have 
his property in our hands, we can 
detain it, and convert it to our 
own use. In order, then, to 
know whether mankind rob God 
at this day or not, two things must 
be considered. One is, what is 
due from us to him, another 1s, 
whether we withhold from him 
his due. 

I. What is due from us to God! 

‘l'oname every patticular would 
take up too much room: I will 
only mentiona few things, And 

1. Supreme affection is due 
from mento God. This is re- 
quired, thou shalt love the Lord 
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thy God with a// thy heart. This 
js a reasonable demand. Because 
God is the greatest and most per- 
‘fect character in the universe, and 
is worthy of the highest respect. 
And all men ought to give unto 
him the affection and respect he 
deserves. ‘This, also, is necessa- 
ry to the peace and happiness of 
his kingdom, and to our own e- 
ternal felicity. For our highest 
good consists in the enjoyment of 
him, who is the only fountain of 
all blessedness. But we cannot 
enjoy him, unless we love him. 
We owe God, then, the supreme 
affection of the heart. 

2. Gratitude is due frem us to 
God. 

All we possess and enjoy is 
from him. We live every mo- 
ment on his bounty. Gratitude, 
then, is a tribute due to him. 

3. Submission is due from us 
to God. 

The universe must have a su- 
preme head. And for it to be 
governed perfectly, the supreme 
ruler must possess unerting per- 
fection. Such is the character of 
God. He is infinite in knowl- 
edge ; hence he cannot err. He 
is infinitely benevolent ; hence he 
cannot do wrong. He, therefore, 
needs no advice, counsel, nor as- 
sistance from his creatures. But 
he ought to govern according to 
his pleasure. And men, who are 
his subjects ought to submit. 
They ought to be willing he 
should govern as he pleases, yea 
rejoice daily, that the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth. Such sub- 
mission is due from men, the sub- 
jects of God, to him their Lord 
and King. | 

4. Service is due from us to 
gehovah. 

~The supreme head of the uni- 
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verse ought to be obeyed. . We 
ought to serve him with ail our 
powers, and with all the bles- 
sings he bestows upon us. We 
ought to devote ourselves and 
all we have to him without the 
least reserve. Without naming 
other things particularly, su- 
preme love, gratitude, submis- 
sion, and obedience, are evidently 
due from us to our God. , These 
things he requires us to render to 
him. And withholding them 1s 
the cause of so. much disorder, 
error, confusion, and sin in this 
world. 

I]. Let us inquire whether we 
withhold from God his due. 

The unregenerate “withhold 
from God every thing due from 
them tohim. According to scrip- 
ture they hate God—are enemies 
to him—and are ina state of re- 
bellion against him, and his gov- 
ernment. TI have nourished ‘and 
brought up children, but they 
have rebelled against me. 

Instead of loving they hate 
him. Instead of paying him a 
tribute of praise, they are un- 
greatful, forget God, forsake him, 
and employ every, blessing he 
gives them, in the service of sin 
and Satan. Instead of submit- 
ting to his holy will, they rebel ; 
instead of obedience they disobey 


his holy commands; despise his 


authority, and trample his law 
under their feet. - Instead of wor- 
shiping God, they worship and 
serve the creature. 

Thus sinters refuse to give God 
his due. He says, my son give 
me thy heart. ‘They refuse and 
give their hearts to the creature 
in direct opposition to his.com- 
mand—thou shalt not. have any _ 
other God before me. Such 
treatment of God hie calls robbing 
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so far aS saints with- 
h im that love and obe- 
dience he scl a they rob their 
Maker. . Wherefore, God may 

q » hs ‘ 
say of us, as he did of the Jews, 
ye have robbed me, even this 
whole nation, 


IMPROVEMENT. 


1. Is withholding what is due 
from ws to. another robbery? 
Then refusing to pay an honest 
debt is of the nature of robbery. 
‘l’here are several ways by which 

may deprive 
their property. One is by refus. 
ing to pay a just debt; another 

by taking from others their 
property without their consent, 
privately, this. ts called theft; an- 
Other is by deceiving them in some 
way, this ts a fraud, and, ‘also, by 
taking it forcibly, which is denom- 
inated robbery. In each of these 
ways the crime is the same. We 
have injured our neighbor by 
taking his property, and refusing 
to return it. ‘The manner is dit- 
ferent. Taking my neighbor’s 
property privately at one time ; 
by fratd at another; by force at 
another, and, when 1 have it in 
my possession, by refusing to fet 
him have it, are so many differ- 
ent ways by which I have rob- 
bed him, or have injured him by 
converting his property to my use. 

Henc e, “if, we mean to be hon- 
est, wheu a debt becomes due, we 
Must pay ity. unless we can ob- 
tain the consent of the person we 
owe, to have the use of hig prop. 
erty for a longer term. How of- 
ten mankind injare each other by 
refusing and negleciing to pay their 
just dues; yet have no idea they 
are dishonest. Itistime for all, 
who arein this respect guilty,, to 
reflect seriously on this subject, 


ach other of 
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before the solemn day of accounts 
shall arrive, when fio crime will 
be passed over in, silence. 

2. Those, who do not believe 
they rob God, give him the lie, 
The Jews withheld from God the 
tithes herequired of them. Thishe 
callsrobbing him. Sinners with- 
hold from God many things he 
requires. Is not this robbery? 
God says, give me thy heart. 
You refuse, and give to created 
objects the supreme affection he 
requires. ‘hisis certainly a ¢rime. 
What name will you give it ? God 
calls it robbery. And date you’ 
cay he has not given it the most 
proper name? And your hearts 
are ready to acknowledge the 
truth of the charge with sineeri- 
ty, orto deny it. But do the 
hearts of impenitent sinners sin- 
cerely| confess they are guilty of 
robbing their maker? Na, they 
justify ‘themselves in wickedness. 
Hence, when he: says you” rob 
him, your hearts deny it. He 
saye you hate him, but you deny 
it. He says you are rebels, and 
idolaters, you deny the charge. 
And what is there, which he says 
is true, respecting your charac- 
ters, that represents you. as very 
criminal, which your unbelieving 
hearts do not deny? Unbelief is 
daily making Goda liar. Isit 
not time for you, who are hasten- 
ing to the bar of God to consider 
the nature of the crimes of which 
you are guilty, and the aggrava- 
tions attending them? Be persua- 
ded to turn your attention to this 
all important subject. 

8. Reflect on the greatness of 
this sin, Robbery is considered 
as a very aggravated crime. And 
what can you do more criminal. 
and provoking, than to rob your 
maker, your preserver, your glo- 








of robbing God. 


rious benefactor. All the bles! 
sings you enjoy are the gifts of 
heaven. Instead of serving God 
with them, you convert them to 
your own ute, to gratify an evil 
heart, and strengthen the cause 
of Satan. These are the means 
which support you, while fght- 
ing against your benefactor. 
How guilty are those, who im- 
prove e all the blessings their bene- 
factor freely gives them, in sup- 
porting the cause of his enemies, 
in dishonoring his name, in fight- 
ing against his interest. 

Look, also, at the hateful de- 
formity’ of such a character. 
Mankind detest robbers, in their 
view they are very odious char- 
acters. How then must sinners 
appear in the sight of God? You 
hate, and even abhor the charac- 
ter of arobber. And must not 
aholy God hate you? Can he 
admit you to dwell in his pres- 
ence in heaven? You would not 
associate with robbers, unless you 
meant to be accomplices with. 
them. And can you expect with 
your characters to live with the 
holy in heaven ? 

Again: Consider the danger 
If a person 
should daily rob you, and his life 
was in your hand, and you had 
aright to take it away, whenev- 
er.you pleased, would your pa- 
tience long endure? Would you 
not immediately deprive him of 
life, or confine him so that it 
should no more be in his power 
to rob, or to keep society in a 
continual state of fear, and a- 
larm? You are in the hand of 
God, he has a right to deprive 
you of life any moment, and has 


power to confine you in the pris-. 


on of hell. Will his patience en- 
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dure much Jonger? The moment 
it ends your state will be ceter- 
mined, and despair will be your 
everlasting portion. . Hence it is 
infinitely dangerous to continue 

another day in robbing your Ma. 
kbr, Be intreated to make one 
solemn pause, and seriously con- 
sider how aggravated your crimes 
are; how odious you must ap- 
pear in the sight of God; and 
how great your danger is. Or 
are you so hardened in 53 * that 
you can still continue to rob your 
glorious benefactor without any 
fear or concern? 

Oh be wise, and flee to Christ, 
who alone can defend you against 
the devouring fire of divine wrath, 
which will be forever consuming 
the impenitent. If you disregard 
these warnings, and turn a deaf 
ear to all the intreaties of heav- 
en, very soon you will find these 
words to be true by paintui ex- 
perience ; because | have called 
and ye refused, I have stretched © 
out my hand and no man regard- 
ed; but ye have set at nought 
all my counsel, and would none 
of my reproof, I, also; will laugh 
at your calamity, and mock when 
your fear cometh—then shall they 
call upon me, but I will not an- 
swer—therefore shall they eat of 
the fruit of their own way, and 
be filled with their own devices. 
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A DIALOGUE BETWEEN A MINIS- 
TER AND ONE OF HIS PAR- 
‘ *. ISHIONERS. 


Parishioner. Sir, 1 come to have 
some conversation with you re- 
specting the sermon you deliver-: 
ed the last sabbath. 
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Minister. Please to proceed, I 
am ready to hear your objections 
against it. 

Parish. You observed the Jews 
were required to pay tithes annu- 
ally to the Levites for their sup- 
port, while attending to the du- 
ties of the sanctuary, and that 
withholding those tithes was rob- 
bing God. I thought by those 
observations you reflected on your 

ishioners for being so negli- 
ent in contributing to your sup- 
Yea 1 thought your great 
‘bject was, to use a. vulgar ex- 
ression, to whip us for our neg- 
igence. £ I can assure you 
lispleased. 
Tfow could you sup- 
his was my great object the 
ast Sabbath. ALI said with re- 
spect to paying tithes to the Le- 
vites was with a view to explain 
and introduce the text. ‘Then it 
is Cbvious my great object was to 
convince sinners, that they were 
in many ways guilty of robbing 
God, 

Parish. If this were not your 
principal end, what you said with 
respect to paying tithes, and 
debts, fully implied that we were 
guilty, because we did not pay 
you any better. 

Minister . I grant, that refusing 
to pay a minister what is due for 
his support is as wrong as to re- 
fuse to discharge any other just 
debt. I grant, also, what I said 
implied this. Still must nota 
minister preach on -a subject, 
which criminates any of his-hear- 
ers? If not, he must desist from 
preaching. For the truth, if 
faithfully delivered, will express- 
Jy, and implicitly criminate those, 
who live in sin. 

Parish. Very well, I thought 


pj - 
‘ues ©@ 


to support the gospel, 


your discourse implicated us in 
guilt. But do you really believe, 
if a people neglect to support 
their minister they aré guilty of 
robbing God, as the Jews were 
in neglecting to pay their tithes 
to the Levites? 

Minister. 1 did not say they 
were guilty for neglecting, but re- 
fusing tosupport them. You knew 
what the scriptures say on this 
subject. Christ told his disci- 
ples, when he sent them forth to 
preach, they should not take any 
thing with them, not so muchas 
a scrip, for their support; and 
assigned his reason, why they 
should not. The labourer is wor- 
thy of his hire; Luke x. 1—8. 
In Matt. x. ]—11. He is worthy 
of his meat. You also know what 
Paul says on this subject, 1 Cor. 
ixe I—15. He concludes with 
these words, even so hath the 
Lord ordained, that they, which 
preach the gospel, should live of 
the gospel. ‘Take the words in 
connexion with the context and 
his meaning is evidently this ;— 
That as God did, under the Mo- 
saic dispensation, require the 
Jews to support the ministers of 
the sanctuary, even so this is his 
requirement cr directions under 
the gospel dispensation. “Under 
the former dispensation, if the 
people refused to pay their tithes, 
he called it robbery. If they do 
in the same manner under the 
present dispensation, in direct op- 
position to the divine require- 
ment, they are criminal. 
it with yeu to give this crime its 
proper name, 

Parish. You say, if we refuse 
In this 


place we do not refuse, we are on- 


ly negligent. Do you suppose, 





I leave, 
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.that neglecting from time to time 


our duty im this particular is as 
wicked as an express refusal. 

Minister. No, 1 do not. But 
negligence in this case, as well as 
a neglect to discharge our debts 
in other cases, is a fault. 

Parish. Well I am glad to find 
J am not, for one, so criminai as 
I thought your discourse implied. 

Minister. But ought we to per- 


— 
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sist'in the commission of smal/, 
any more than great sins ? 

Parish. No. I am convinced 
we ought to reform, . 

Minister. Very well ; remems 
ber then, if you should not re- 
form, you will sin against great. 
er light, than you ever have done. 

Parish. © acknowledge it.— 
Whether I reform or not, my 
conduct will testify. Farewell. 
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FROM THE PANOPLIST. 


Messrs. Editors, 


As an importam object.of your publication is the support and diffusion of the 
doctrines of the reformation, and particularly those, which were embraced 
and inculcated by John Calvin, the following extract from that acute and 
justly celebrated writer, will, it is presumed, be highly gratifying to all your 


Calvinistic readers. 
offered for publication by a real 


sy 

1. Tuere ariseth a hard ques- 
tion out of other places, where it 
issaid that God boweth and draw- 
eth at his will, Satan himself and 
all the reprobate ; for the sense of 


* The chapter of Calvin’s Insti- 
tutes, from which the following is ex- 
tracted, treats ‘‘ of the knowledge of 
God the Creator,” and is thus heqd- 
ed by the author, 

‘¢ That God doth so use the service 
of wicked men, and so boweth their 
minds to put his judgments in execu- 
tion, that still himself remaineth pure 
from all spot.” 

This chanter is divided into four 
sections. Under the first, the author 
undertakes to shew, ‘* How God doth 
not only permit, but appoimt the 
things to be done, which wicked men 
do,” . 

Under the second he shews that 


It is, therefore, with much satisfaction and confidence 


CALVINIST. 
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the flesh scarcely conceiveth how 
he, working by them, should not 
gather some spot of their fault, 
yea, in his common working be 
free from all fault, and justly con- 


‘¢ The providence of God is a govern- 
ess, which directeth al! the mclina- 
tions of the mind of man, whether 
they bend unto good or evil.” Un- 
der the third, he shews that, ‘* There 
are not contrarg wills im God; altho’ 
he forbid the doing of evil, and yet be 
willimg to have it done; but our blind. 
ness, whegin we discern not how these 
tw6.do agree, maketh usto imagine 
they disagree when intruththeydo not.’ 
Under the fourth section, which 
our correspondent has omitted, the 
author shews, that ‘*‘ Wicked men 
are justly condemned for the evil, 
which they do, although God have 
2ppointed it to be done.” Ed. Pan. 












































270 


demn his ministers. Upon this 
was devised the distinction be- 
tween doing and suffering, be- 
cause many have thought this 
douttt impossible to be dissolved, 
that both Satan and alli the wick- 
ed are so under the hand and 
power of God, that he directeth 
their malice unto what end it 
pleaseth® him, and useth their 
wicked doings to the executing 
of his judgments. And their 
modesty were, peradventure, ex- 
cusable, whom -the show of ab- 


surdity putteth in fear, if it were 


not so, that they wrongfully and 
with a lying defence go about to 
deliver the justice of God from 
all unrightful blame. It seem- 
eth to them unreasonable, that 


man should, by the will and’ 


commandment of God, be made 
blind, and so, by and by be pun- 
ished for his blindness; therefore 
they seek to escape by this shift, 
that this is.done by the sufferance, 
but not by the willof God. But 
he himself plainly pronouncing 
that he doeth it, does reject that 
. shift. As for this;that men do 
nothing but by the secret com- 
mandment of God, and do trou- 
ble themselves in vain with delib- 
erating, unless he do by his secret 


direction. stablish that, which he ° 


hath before determined, it is prov- 
ed by innumerable and plain tes- 
timonies. 
which we before alleged out of 
the Psalms, that God doth all 
things that he will, belongeth to 
ali the doings of men. lf God 
be the certain appointer of war 
and peace, as it is there said, and 
that without exception, whe dare 
say that men are carried cause- 
lessly with blind motion, while 
God knoweth not of it, and sit- 
teth still? But in special exam- 
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It is certain that this, . 
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ples will be more lightsome plain. 
ness. By the first chapter of Job 
we know that Satan doth no less 
appear before God to receive his 
commandments, than do the an. | 
gels, which do willingly obey, 
Indeed it is after a diverse man. 
ner, and fora diverse end; yet 
so that he cannot go about an 

thing, but with the will of God. 
Although there seem afterward 
to be added a bare sufferance of 
him to afflict the haly man, yet 
because that saying is true, “the 
Lord hath given, the Lord hath 
taken away,” as it pleased God, 
sO is it come to pass ; we gather, 
that God was the au. 
thor of that trial of Job 
whereof Satan and the 
wicked thieves were ministers, 
Satan goeth about to drive the 
holy man to desperation, to mad. 
ness. ‘The Sabeans cruelly and 
wickedly do invade and rob his 
goods, that were none of theirs. 
Job acknowledgeth that he was 
by God stripped of all his goods 
and made. p@®r, because it se 
pleased God. ‘Therefore what- 
soever men or Satan himself at- 
tempt, yet God holdeth the stern 
to turn all their travails to the ex: 
ecuting of hisjudgments. It was 
God’s will to 
have the false 
king Ahab de- 
ceived ; the devil offered his ser- 
vice thereunto; he was sent with 
a certain commandment to be 2 
lying spirit in the mouth of all 
the prophets. If the blinding 
and madness of Ahab be the 
judgment of God, then the device 
of bare sufferance (permission) 
is vain; for it were a fond thing 
to say, that the Judge so doth on- 
ly suffer, and not also decree what 
he will have dene, and command 


Job. i. 2: 


2 Kings, xxii. 20. 
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his ministers to put it in execu- 


‘tion. It was the Jews’ purpose 


to destroy Christ. Pilate and 
the soldiers do 
follow their ra- 
ging lust ; aud 
yet in a solemn 
prayer, the dis- 
ciples do confess 
that all the wicked men did no- 
thing else, but that, which the 
hand and counsel of God had de- 
termined ; even as Peter had be- 
fore preached, that Christ was, 
by the decreed purpose, and fore. 
knowledge of God, delivered to 
be slain. As if he should say; 
that God, from whom nothing is 
hidden from the beginning, did 
wittingly and willingly appoint, 
that which the Jews did execute ; 
as in another place he rehearseth, 
that God, which shewed before 
by all his prophets, that Christ 
should suffer, 
hath so fulfil- 
edit. Absalom 
defiling his fathey’s bed with in- 
eestuous adultery committed de- 
testable wickednegs, yet God pro- 
nounced that this was his own 
work; for the words are these: 
Thou hast done it se- 
cretly, but I will do it 
openly and before the 


Activ. 28. * 
ad tis 23 

and til. 18. 

2 Sam. xvi. 23. 


2 Sam, xu. 12. 


Jer.1. 25. 


sun. Jeremiah pronounceth that 


all the cruelty that the Chaldeans 
used in Jewry, was the work of 
God, for which cause Nebuchad- 
nezzar is called the servant of 
: God. God every 
where crieth out, 
that with his hiss- 
ing, with thesound 
of his trumpet, 
with his power and command- 
ment, the wicked are stirred up 
towar. He calleth the Assyrian 
the rod of his wrath, and the axe 


Tsaiah v. 26. 
and x. 5. and 
xix. 2A, 


eh : 
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which he moveth with his hand. 


-The destruction ef the holy city 


and the ruin of the temple, he 
calleth his work. David, not 
mutmuring =e God but ac- 
knowledging him for a righteous 
Judge; yet confesseth that the 
cursings of Shimei proceeded of 
the commandment of God, The 
Lord (saith he) commatided him 
to curse. We often find mthe 


holy history, that whatsogvap hap- 


peneth, it cometh 
2Sam.x.10. of the Lord, as 


the departing, of 
the ten tribes,the death of the 
sons of Eli, and 
very many things 
of likesort. They. 


1 Kings xi. 31. 


that be meanly exercised in the 


Scriptures, do see 
that for shortness 
sake,] bring forth, 
of many testimonies, but a few, 
by which yet it appeareth plain- 
ly enough, that they do trifle and 
talk fondly that thrust in a bare 
sufferance (permission) in the 
place of the providence of God, 
and so his judgments should hang 
upon the will of men. 

2. Now with respect to secret 
motions—that which Solomon 
speaketh of the 
heart of a king, 
that it is bowed 
hither and thither, as pleaseth 
God, extendeth surely to all man- 
kind, and is as much, in effect, as 
if he had said ;—whatsoever we 
conceive im mind, is by the secret 

inspiration of God, 

zek. vii. 28. directed to his end. 
And, truly, if he 

did not workin the minds of men, 
it were not rightly said, that he 
taketh away the 


1 Sam. ii. 34. 


Prov. xxi 1. 


Leve xxvi. 36. lip frem the’ truay 


speakers, and wis- 
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dom from aged men, that he tak- 
eth the heart from the princes of 
the earth ; that we oft read, that 
men are fearful 
so far forth, as 
their hearts be ta- 
ken with his fear. So David went 
out of the camp of Saul, and 
none was wate of it, because the 
sleep of God was come upon 
themall. But nothing can be 
desired to be more plainly spoken, 
than where he so often pronoun- 
ceth that he blindeth the eyes of 
men, and striketh them with gid- 
dGiness ; that he maketh them 
dyunk with the spirit of drowsi- 
mess, casteth them into madness, 
, and hardeneth their hearts. ‘These 
things also ma- 
Eccl. vii. 3. ny do refer to 
sufferance (per- 
mission) as if in, forsaking the 
reprobate, he suf- 
fered them to be 
blinded by Satan. 
But that solution is too fond, 
confident, forasmuch as the H O- 
ly Ghost in pian 
words exoresseth, 
that they are 
stricken with blindness and mad- 
ness, by the just judgment of 
God. Itis said that he harden- 
ed the heart of Pharaoh; also 
that he did make dull and 
strengthen it. Some do, with an 
unsavory cavillation, mock out 
these phrases of speech, because 
where in another place it is said, 
Pharaoh did harden his own 
heart, there is his own will set for 
the cause of his hardening, as 
though these a did not very 
well agree topether. Altho 
in divers manners that man, 
while he is moved in working, by 
God, doth also woik himself. 
And I do turn back ‘their objcc- 


1 Sam, xxvis 


Rom. Vil. 7}. 


Exod. vni. 15. 


11009 h 


Extract from the Writings of Calvin. 





tion against themselves. For, if 
to harden, do signify but a bare 
sufferance, then the very motion 
of obstinacy shall not be properly 
in Pharaoh Now, how weak 
and foolish were it so to expound, 
as if Pharaoh did only suffer him- 
self to be hardened. Moreover 
the Scripture cutteth off all oc. 
casions for ¢uch cavillations ; for 
God saith I will hold his heart. 
So of the inhabitants of the land 
of Canaan, Moses saith, that they 
went forth to bat- 
tle, because the 
Lord had harden- 
ed their hearts ; which same thing 
is repeated by another prophet, 
saying, he turneth 
their hearts that 
they should hate 
Again, in Isaiah he 
Sait th, that he will 
send the Assyri- 
ans against the de- 
ceitful nation, and wil command 
them to carry away the spoils, 
and violently take the prey ; not 
meaning that he wilt teach wick- 
ed and obstinate men, to obey 
willingly ; but that he will bow 
them to execute his judgments, 
as if they did bare his command- 
ments, graven in their minds ; 
whereby appeareth that they 
were mova! by the certain ap- 
pointment of God. I grant that 
God doth oftentimes work in the 


Jos. xi. 20. 


Ps. cv. 25. 
his people, 


tsa. x. 6. 


reprobate by Satan’s service, as 


amean; but yet so that Satan 
doth his office by God’s: moving ; 
and proceedeth so far as 1s given 
him. ‘Phe evil 

tr 
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same Satan doth 
blind the minds 
of the unfaithful, 
but how so, but only because the 
effectual working of error cometh 
from God himself, to make them 
believe lies, that refuse to obey 
the truth? After the first man- 
ner of speaking it is said, if any 
prophet shall speak 
lying, I, God, have 
deceived him. Ac- 
cording to the other manner of 
speech it is said, 
that he giveth men 
into a _ reprobate 
mind, and to cast them into filthy 
desires, because he is the chief 
author of his own just vengeance, 
and Satan is but only a minister 
thereof. 

8. Forasmuch as hitherto I 
have recited only such things, as 
are written in the Scriptures, 
plainly, not doubtfully ; let them 
that fear not wrongfully to slan- 
der the heavenly oracles, take 
heed what manner of judgment 
they take upon them : for, if by 
feigned pretendmg of ignorance 
they seek a praise of modesty, 
what can be imagined more 
proudly done, than to set one 
small word against the authority 
of God! As I think otherwise, 
T like not to have this touched. 
But if they openly speak evil, 
what prevail they with spitting 
against the heaven? But this 1s 
no new example of way wardness ; 


g Cor. 1V. 4, 


Ezek. xiv. 9. 


Rom.1. 28. 


because there have been in all a- 


ges wicked and ungodly men, 
that with raging mouth barked 
against this point of doctrine. 
But they shall feel that thing, in- 
deed, to be true, which long ago 
the Holy Ghost spake by the 
mouth of David, that God may 
evercome when he is judged. 


» ae 


Extrdet from the 
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‘David doth, by 
the way, rebuke 
the madness of men, in this 
so unbridled licentiousness, that 
of their own filthiness, they 
do not only argue 
against God, but 
alsotakeuponthem 
power to condemn him. In the 
mean time he shortly admonish- 
eth, that the blasphemies, which 
they vomit up against the heaven 
do not reach unto God ; but that 
he driving away the clouds. of 
cavillations, doth brightly shew 
forth his righteousness ; and also 
our faith (because being ground- 
ed upon the word of God, itis 
above all the world) doth from 
her high place, contemptuously 


P;. li. 6. 


I John v. 4 


look down upon these mists.— 


For, first, where they object, that 
if nothing happen but by the will 
of God, then there are in him two 
contrary wills ; because he de- 
creeth those things, by secret pur- 
pose, which he hath openly for- 
bidden by his law ; that is easily 
wiped away. But before I an- 
ewer it,I will once again give the 
readers warning, that this cavilla- 
tion is thrown out, not against 
me, but the Holy 
Job i. 21. Ghost, which tau’t 
the holy man, Job, 
this confession. As it pleased 
God so it came to 
I Sam. ii, 25. pass, when he was 


spoiled by thieves, 


he acknowledged in the injury 
and hurt that they 
did him, the just 
scourge of God.— 
What saith the Scriptures in oth- 
er places ?: The sons of Eli obey- 
ed not their father, because it was 
God’s will to kill 
them. Also an- 
ether prophet cri- 


Ps. exv. 3. 


Is. xkv. 7. 
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that God, which sitteth 


in heaven, doeth whatsoever he 


wil And now [ have shew- 
peat 
ed plainly enough, 
Amos it. 6. that Ged isthe au 
lhor' of all those 
tior Of ait those 
> . ‘ i | .| 7 7° 3 
things, ch these judges would 


have to happen only by his idle 
cuiferance. . Hetestifteth, that he 
createth light and 
darkness ! ‘that he 
formeth good and 
1; that no evil happeneth, 
which he pimmselt hath not tei ay 
t them tell me, I beseech them, 
willingly or against 
own, judg- 


Pe ae Pe + ond 
AS Liiée Aive Je 


1er he do 
l, execute his 


But as Mos ses teach heth, that he 
} I 


which 13 slain by the fi ut ling of an 
axe by ch ANGE, is delivered by 


Ci); 

God into the hand of the striker ; 
co the pole church saith in Luke, 
] od and Pilate conspired 
te do those things, 
dicts iz. 28. which thehand and 
purpose of God, 
had decreed. And truly if Christ 
were not crucified, with the will 
of God, whence came redemption 
to us >? And yet the will of God, 
neither doth strive with itself, nor 
is charged, nor feigneth that he 
willeth not the thing, that he will ; 
but where it is but one 2nd sim- 
ple in him, it seemeth to us mani- 


fold ;  becaus se by the weakness of 
our wit,we conceivenot how God, 


in div vers manner, Willeth, and wil. 
let tone self thing. Paul, af- 
ter ie hath said, that the calling 

of the-Gentiles is a 
hidden. mystery, 
withina littleafter, 
saith further, thag in it was mani- 
festly shewed the manifold wis- 
dom of God. Because for the 


Eph. iii. 10. 


dulness of our wit, the wisdom of 


God seemeth to us manifold, or 


tesurrection of Christ. 
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(as the old interpreter hath trans- 
lated it) of many fashions; shall 
we therefore, dream that there is 

ny variety in God himself, as 
though he either changeth his 
purpose, or dissenteth from him- 
self ? Rather, when we conceive 
not how God will have the thing 
to be done, which he ferbiddeth 
to do, let us call to mind our own 
weakness, and therewithal con- 
sider, that the light wherein he 
dwelleth, is not 
without cause cal- 
led inaccessible, 


1 Zim. vi. 16. 


because it is covered with dark- 


ness. Calvin’s Institutes, chapter 


[sth Book 1. 


RESU 
CHRIST. 


RRECTION OF 


Tf .our Savior was crucified on the 

Frid: “AV and rose Sagan early On 
morning 
clearly from the Eéa angelists ) bow 
could the words be verified which 
he speaks of himself, Matthew xii. 
Jonas was si ve 
days and three nig hts inthe wh 
belly, so shall the Son of man be 
three days and three nights in the 
Leart of the earth 2?” 


° pe 7 , 
Sund fay (which apprars 


4 0, 6s for as 


eS 


In answer to this, it may be 
proved, as it often has been, that 
this expression and many others, 
are merely Jewish ways of Bpear- 
ing ; and exactly agree with the 
event to which they. allude, when 
they are rightly explained. 

It must be observed, that the 
Jews count their natural days, or 
days of twenty-four hours, very 
differently from what we do; for 
we reckon from twelve o’clock at 
night to twelve the next night; 
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surreciion of Christ. 
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1311.) On the Re. 
i but they reckoned from sunset to ter three days ;* the meaning 6f 
8 sunset ; all the time between they which expression is fairly shewn,- 
8 called a day: just as Moses did where we read that Rehoboam 
s when he said, “the evening and _ said to the people+ “Come arain 


° the morning were the first day. unto me after three days;” and 
. And from even unto even shall yet we fnd,t “that the peapte 


5 ye celebrate your Sabbath.’’* came to Rebisbohns on the third 
a Another thing to be observed day, as the King commanded, * 
i on this head, is, that they reckon- saying, come again: to’me on the’! 
1- ed, as indeed all nations do, any third ‘dag. » “AY plain ‘instance; 
‘v part of a day of twenty-four hours that both phrases*mean the’ same” 


fora wholeday. ‘To this purpote thing. 


1. an eminent Jewish writer, ben As for the eiprellion of our 
m> Ezra,t speaking on the law for Savior’s being three days and 
a circumcising an infant on the three nightsin the heart of-the 


eighth day, says, That if the in- 
fant were born bit one hour be- 
fore the first day was ended, it 
was counted for one whole day; 
and so for the same reason, the 
part of the day that was past 
when it was circumcised, was rec- 
koned a whole day, if. only one 
hour of the evening was past with 
which that day began. Reckon- 
ing then that the first day began 
on our Thursday at sunset and 
ended upon Friday at sunset, and 
because our Lord died about 
three in the afternoon of that day, 
reckoning that part of the day for 
a whole day: by this means’ we 
have ene day ; Saturday is, on all 
hands, allowed to be another day; 
and asthe third day began on 
Saturday at sunset, and eur Sav- 
ior rose on the- morning following, 
that part of the day is fairly com- 
puted for the third day. 

The expression on the third day, 
is about ten times used in the New 
Testament on this occasion, and 
therefore must serve for explain- 
ing the other phrases, but once or 
twice at most made use of: such 
as that of Christ’s rising . af- 


*Tev. xxiii. S2.—See aiso Acts 
etna oO -\ ith rere Q9 
Xxvill. 27,c¢ompared wiib verse vo. 


¢ On Ley. xxii. 3. 


earth ; from the foregoing obser- 
vations, the account of that is very 
easy ; for the Jews, like us, had 


no one word by which to express © 


a day of twenty-four hours, or, as 
the Greeks called it; a day night, 
as we might do. They rere 
styled it a day, as we do; b 
other times, a day and a nig s 
so that we are to understand by 


the expresfon of three days and” 
three nights, no more.than that Je-* 


sus was to be inthe grave three 
days, as we would express it, rec- 
koning, inclusively, the first and 
last for two of them, and count- 


ing the pieces of days fot whole ’ 


ones; and of this way of speak- 


ng, there isa remarkableinstance ’ 
in the book of Esther :|| she de. . 


clares that she would fast with 
her people, the Jews, three days, 

night and day ; and yet we find 
her,§ upon the third day, ata 
banquet with the King and Ha- 
man her adversary, 

By this, therefore, it plainly ap- 
pears, that Jesus rose from the 
Meta at the time foretold by him ; 
and thus the prediction was fully 
accomplished. Gos. Treas. 


+2 Chiron. eS: 
{| Chapter iv,16, 


* Mark viii, $1. 
¢ Verse 12. 
§ Chapter v. 1. 




























































ILLUSTRATION OF SCRIPTURE. 
Acts vi. 9. 


By dbertines are not meant wick- 
ed and disorderly persons ; such as 
take the liberty of living as they 
please, but only the sons of such 
slaves as had obtained the free- 
dom of the city of Rome. wb. 


Hebrews vii. 3. 


Such an account as this, of Mel- 
chisedec being without father, or 
mother, cannot naturally be given 
of any mane It may mean that 
he was withext father or mother 
of any priestly order, The next 
words likewise, which in English 
might bave explained the fermer, 
require some explanation ; name- 
ly, Without descent; that is, with- 
out a register or catalogue of his 
gescent: or, as it is in the Greek, 
without any genealogy or pedigree. 
The Jews, and other ancient na- 
tions, commonly called all per- 
sons, whose pedigrees were ob- 
scure or lost, fatkherless and moth- 
erless, ‘The same interpretation 
may also be given of the follow- 
ing expressions, having neither be- 
ginning of days, nor end of life, that 
is, not recorded in Scripture : for 
nothing is there said of the begin- 
ning or end of his life. ib. 


p— 4 
THREE QUESTIONS, 


Which if duly attended to, would pre- 
vent much confusion. 


~ 


1. WHAT warrants a sianer’s 
coming to Christ ? Answer: The 
gospel. 2. What inclines him-to 
eome? Answer: Divine influ- 


276 Iilustration, &c.— Answer to 3 quesitons.—Anecdotes. [Srrs. 


ence, 3. What proves that he 
has come? Answer: The fruits 
of faith, ib. 











ANECDOTES. 


SIR J. E. WILMOT. 


Mr. Editor, 

Tue following anecdote, which 
is to be met with in the Life of 
Sir John Eardley Wilmot, Lord 
Chicf Justice of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, is a striking illustra- 
tion of Prov. xxv. 11: “* A word 
fitly spoken, is like apples of gold 
in pictures of silver.” 

-% After Sir Eardley had re- 
tired from public business, he was 
frequently consulted both on po- 
litical and legal subjects. A per- 
son who with the greatest honor 
to himself, and advantage to the 
nation, has filled many high sta- 
tions in public life, told the wri- 


ter of these sheets, that he was . 


never in his company without 
feeling himself the happier and 
better for it. He mentioned, a- 
mong other anecdotes, that he 
once went to Sir Eardley, under 
the impression of great wrath and 


indignation, ata real injury he 


had received from a person high 
in the political world, and which 
he was meditating how to resent 
in the most effectual manner. 
After relating the particulars to 
Sir Eardley, he asked, if he did 
not think it would be ‘ manly” 
to resent it? Yes, said Sir Eard- 
ley, certainly it would be ‘ man- 
ly’? to resent it: but, added he, 
it would be * Godlike” to for- 
give it. This the gentleman de- 
clared had such an instantaneous 
effect upon him, that he came 
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away quite a different man, and 
in a totally different temper from 
that in which he went.”? 

I beg, Mr. Editor, to repeat at 
the close of this anecdote, Solo- 
mon’s remark, with Mr. Job Or- 
ton’s paraphrase upon it: “A 
word fitly spoken, is lke apples 
of gold in pictures of silver ; or 
rather ‘like oranges in a bask- 
et of wrought silver ;? which must 
look extremely beautiful. Such 
words as these have a rich and 
valuable meaning, besides the 
handsome manner in which they 
are spoken.” Yours, &c. 

Evan. Mag, 


WASHINGTON. 


Tue following anecdote was 
related of the illustrious Wash- 
ington when a child: 

When George was about six 
years old he was presented with 
a hatchet. Of which, like most 
children, he was immoderately 
fond, and was constantly going 
about chopping every thing that 
came in his way. One day, in 
the garden, where he often amus- 
ed himself hacking his mother’s 
pea-sticks, he unluckily tried the 
edge of his hatchet on the body 
ef a beautiful young English 
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cherry-tree, which he barked so 
terribl~. that 1 don’t believe the 
tree ever got the better of it. The 
next morning the’ old gentleman 
finding out what had befallen his 
tree, which, by the by, was a 
great favorite, came into the 
house, and with much warmth 
askec for the mischievous author, 
declaring at the same time, that 
he would not have taken five 
guineas for his tree. ~ Nobody 
could tell him any thing-about it. 
Presently George and his hatchet 
made their appearance. George, 
said his father, do you know who 
killed that beautiful little cherry-tree 
yonder in the garden? "This was a 
tough question ; and George stag- 


gered under it for a moment; 


but quickly recovered himself : 
and looking at his father, with 
the sweet face of youth brigpren- 
ed with the inexpressible charm 
of a)l-conquering truth, he brave 
ly cried out, * J can’t tellalie, Pay 
you know I can’t tell a lie. IL did 
cut it with my hatchet.” Run to my 
arms, you dearest boy, cried his fa- 
ther in transports, run to my arms ; 
glad am I, George, that you killed 
my tree; for you have paid me for it 
athousand fold. Such an act of be: 
roism in my son, is more worth than 
a thousand trees, though blossomed 
with silver, and their fruits of purest 


gold. Weems’ Washington. 
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vat of Religion ta-Montpeliecr. 


rLOUS IN’ 


Messrs. [ditors, 
Having been repeatedly requested to 

Surnith for the Adviser some ac- 
count of the late revival of religion 
in Montpelier Villlage, together 
with such other information re- 
specting the place as might be 
thought interesting to the religious 


public, I submit-the following to 


your disposal. 


Tue first settlement in this vil- 
lage, was made in the year 1788, 

"The first ssttlers not being 
disposed to encourage an atten- 
tion to religious concerns, no re- 
ligiows order was observe din th 
place OS a number of mlsieana 
The inhabitants, as might be ex- 
pected, came generally dissipa- 
ted, ind a deplorable state of 
morals was the result. The sab- 
bath, instead of being observed as 
a day of holy rest, was improved 
as a season of relaxation from or- 
dinary business, only for the pur- 
pose of amusement, convivial en- 
tertainments, at public houses, or 
shops, sleizh-riding,. trading, or 
gambling ; and the language of 
profanity was the common dia- 
Ject. Previous to the year 1800, 
there had rarely been any preach- 
ing in the town, except by the 
Methodists. At this time, the in- 
habitants, having increased to a 
very considerable number, were 
divided into various sects, the 
largest of which, I believe, pro- 
fessed universalism. Those of 
the Congres ationai order, or rath- 
er, such as were disposed t) sup. 
port the worship of that order, 


’ 17,' 
LiG EN x C ie 


"ELI 


3ION IN MONTPELIER. 
living principally in, and about 
the village, petitioned the Legis. 
lature to be incorporated into a 
local society ; but the measure 
excited opposition from the other 
parts of the town, and was aban- 
doned. Afterwards several can- 
didates were successively employ- 
ed, in the village, for short peri- 
ods, and whatever sums were ex- 
pended above those arising from 
public funds, were advanced by a- 
bout five or six individuals.— 
Meetings were very thinly at- 
tended, few paying any respect to 
them, or to the sabbath. This 


state of things continued till the 
latter part of the year 1804, when 


a number of inhabitants of the 
village met, and adopted the fol- 
lowing resolutions, viz. 

«“ Resolved unanimously, That 
we will take all due and reasona- 
ble measures to enforce the laws 
of this State respecting. the due 
observation of the Sabbath, or 
Lord’s day, so far asto prevent 
unnecessary labor and recreation 


on said day, in this vicinity.” 


‘© Also resolved, That we will 
constantly, when circumstances 
will admit of it, attend meeting, 
every sabbath, at the Academy 
in Montpelier, and promote the 
attendance of our families and 
friends ; and, when we are desti- 
tute of preaching, we will attend 
to singing and reading of ser- 
mons; and, that, in token of our 
assent to the foregoing resolus 
tions, the individuals assenting 
thereto sign their names to this 
instrument.” 
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These resolutions were signed 

by twenty-nine persons; and 
from them may be dated the first 
symptoms of order. Religion’as 
yet had no place here. Prayer 
was not heard in any family in 
the village, and very rarely in 
their meetings on the sabbath. In 
the year 1806—7 a preacher was 
employed in the village, but left 
the place in the autumn of 1807. 
- In February 18081 was invit- 
ed to spend a few sabbaths with 
this people. Three or four pro- 
fessors of religion had by this 
time settled in the village, and 
several lived in the adjoining 
neighborhood. ‘Theassembly on 
the sabbath was at first small, but 
the people appeared to listen with 
a marked attention. Seldom, if 
ever, had I seen an assembly more 
still and solema than here. No 
special impressions, so far as I 
could learn, appeared to be made 
on the hearers, from sabbath to 
sabbath; and the solemnity of 
the congregation continued no 
longer than the public services. 

Still, however, the appearance 
of the assembly on the sabbath, 
together with the consideration 
that the people had enjoyed but 


little instruction hitherto, and 


were free from inveterate preju- 
dices, strongly impressed my 
mind that here was a good field 
for ministerial labor. Finding 
the people disposed to employ 
me, IL have ever felt satisfied that 
the providence of God called me 
to bestow my services here, and 
have ever felt a degree of encour- 
agement in my labors. 

Inthe summer following my 
first arrival here, a degree of se- 
riousness was excited in the minds 
of some individuals, andin Au. 
gust a church was organized con- 
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sisting of seventeen members, of 
both sexes, a majority of whom 
were members of other churches. 
The public examination of the 
candidates for church-member- 
ship, together with the solemn 
transactions of professing faith in 
the several articles of the religion 
of Christ, and entering into cove- 
nant with God and each other, 
appeared to solemnize the minds 
of numbers, and several soon af- 
ter were hopefully brouglat to em- 
brace the gospel. Here and 
there, a solitary individual . was 
powerfully wrought upon by the 
spirit of God, and brought to the 
knowledge and love of Jesus, and 
thus the Church received addi- 
tions at almost every communion, 
till the time of my ordination in 
August 1809, when its number 
amounted te twenty-nine. Sev- 
eral were hopefully converted in 
the ensuing autumn, and ufiited 
with the church some time in the 
winter. 

In April 1810, two young La- 
dies, having for some months 
been. exercised with seriou3 im- 
pressions, obtained a hope of for- 
giveness through the blood of 2 
Savior. Ata conference attend- 
ed by an unusual mumber of peo- 
ple, they made a declaration of 


what they hoped the Lord im’ 


mercy had done for their souls, 
and freely confessed their. wick- 
edness in having hitherto reject- 
ed the ‘offers of the gospel, and 
passed their daysin vanity. They 
affectionately warned their young 
companions not to doas they had 
done ; entreated them to forsake 
the ways of sin, and embrace Je- 
sus Christ, assuring them that all 
the gay amusements of youth 
were vanity and vexatian of spir- 
it, that they had followed them 
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to the dishonor of God, and the 
sounding of their souls, and that 
they now found more enjoyment 
in a few moments communion 
with their Savior than they had 
previously enjoyed in the whole 
of their lives. Many were affect- 
ed, and expressed their emotions 
in floods of tears. No perma- 
neut effects were known to fol- 
low. It was hoped, however, as 
it afterwards appeared, that, in 
the minds of some, serious con- 
cern was excited. Atthis timea 
work of God’s Spirit was pro- 
gressing in Berlin, It increased 
gradually, from week to week, 
and could not fail of being noti- 
ced in Montpelier. May 13 
conference being holden in ie 
lin, in-a neighborhood adjoining 
Montpelier, a number of young 
persons from the latter place at- 
tended. It was discovered that 
the minds of some of these were 
solemnized. Onthe next Lord’s 
day, the assembiy was larger than 
ever before known on a like occa- 
sion, and peculiarly attentive. A 
¢onference was holden at five 
o’clock, at which also -a greater 
number attended than at any con- 
ference ever before holden in the 
place. In the intermission, at 
noon, information was received 
of the death of a young man at 
Moretown, who till within a few 
weeks had resided for several 
years in Montpelier, and I was 
requested to attend his funeral on 
the next day. Afterthe opening 
ef the conference by--prayer, sing- 
ing, and some words of exhorta- 
tion, the death of the young man 
was announced Its effect was 
like the shock of an naan gee 
Wild consternation appeared i 
the eyes of numbers, While Foon 
ethers tears copiously flowed, 


‘ton tn Montpelier. 










After some further exhorta. 
tions, prayer and singing, a young 
man rose, and wished to addvers 
the assembly. He was desired 
to proceed, but tears and sobs 
choked his utterance. Atlength, 
his voice became audible, and he 
informed that he had found a dy- 
ing and a risen Savior. He re. 
ceived a wound at the preceding 
conference in Berlin, which noth- 
ing could heal but the blood of 
Christ. He confessed his sins, in 
the most feeling manner, and es- 
pecially his» opposition to the 
preached gospel, begged forgive- 
ness of the preacher, and of al] 
present informed that he, with 
another young man whose mind 
was equally affected with his 
own, had spent a considerable 
part of tee preceding day ina 
retired pi lace, in the field, in read. 
ing and prayer—spoke largely of 
his former wickedness and obsti- 
nacy in rejecting Christ, and re 
sisting the Spirit, whove striving 
he had often felt, and entreated 
all the youth present to come to 
Jesus, and taste the sweetness of 
his love. He was seconded by 
his companion, who expressed 
himself in nearly the same 
manner. Till this moment, it was 
not known that these youth were 
the subjects of any spiritual im- 
pressions. 

The effect of their appearance 
and addresses can be realized by 
those only who were present, and 
saw and felt. Tears flowed like 
rivers from almost every eye, and, 
in every direction, were heard 
heaving sighs, and broken sobs: 
Joy sparkled in the swimming 
eyes of the. friends of Zion, and 
their hearts seemed to triumph 
in the belief that God was with 
us of a truth. 


(Serr. 
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On Monday morning, walking 
the streets, | perceived that in- 
stead of the usual noise and bus- 
tle, the place was still asa sab- 
bath ;' and with emotions nat to 
be described, I was onside 
to exclaim, How dreadfulis this 
place! Surely the Lord isin this 
place, and I knew itnot! On 
Tuesday a conference was hold- 
en at the State House, very fully 
attended by our people, and by a 
considerable number from Ber- 
lin. Exhortations of Christian 
brethren were solemn and im- 
pressive, the out-pouring of the 
Spirit was afforded and some 
were pricked in the heart. 

On the next day I was inform- 
ej that several young persons had 
passed the two last evenings to- 
gether for religious purposes ; 
that they proposed meeting that 
evening, and wished me to attend 
with them. I complied with 
their wishes, and, to my surprize, 
instead of a few individuals, I 
found a large dining hall filled.’ 
At this conference, it appeared 
that eight or nine young men 
were the subjects of pungent con- 
viction, nearly all of whom have 
since made a public profession.— 
At this, and several succeeding 
meetings, the passions were great- 
ly excited, and we several times 
saw the whole assembly in tears. 
The progress of the work was 
rapid, but we saw no appearance 
of disorder or wild enthusiasm.— 
A deep conviction of guilt, rath- 
er than a fearful apprehension of 
danger, was the cause of that 

distress which the subjects of the 
work experienced, and which, in 
many cases, was remarkably pun- 
gent and severe. 

Some, whose distress was most 
extreme, have since declared, 
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that, during that season of dis- 
tress, the idea of punishment 
or misery was not in their minds; 
and that all their distress arose 
from a view of the wickedness 
of their hearts, and the unreasona- 
bleness of their conduct. Some, 
for a considerable season, were 
sensible of the most violent opposi- 
tion to God, his cause and peo- 
ple, and felt their enmity rise pe- 
culiarly in times of attendance on 
public worship, and on witnes- 
sing the enjoyment of such as had 
obtained peace in believing. Oth- 
ers seemed to have their hearts 
broken at once, being almost in- 
stantaneously changed from a 
state ef entire stupidity, to a con- 
viction that they were undeserv- 
ing of the smallest favor, and that 
God would be just and good in 
separating them unto all evil 4g 
ever, anda willingness to be 

his hands, and to be disposed of 
according to his pleasure. 

This was the case with several 
of the first subjects of the work ; 
and these found immediate relief, 
although they afterwards experi- 
enced seasons of great distress, 
in a view of the wickedness of 
their hearts. 

Since September last, the work 
has been generally declinmig with 
some intervals of transient revi- 
val, and some additions to the 
number of hopeful converts. It 
has been confined almost wholly 
to this little village consisting at 
present of about sixty , families. 
The number added to the church, 
since the beginning of the revival, 
is thirty-three, and the whole num. 
ber of members is Seventy. Six 
or seven more have appeared to 
give eWidence of a change. No 
age has been excluded from a 
share in the work, from fifty years 
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to twelve. But much the larg 


© re has fallen to the age of 
cen eighteen and twenty- 
gO ‘he ad ition to the church 
1s small, when compared with the 
sdditions which have been made 
in many places; but, when we 
consider the narrow limits to 
which the reformation has been 
confined, the change which is ef- 
jected by regeneration, and espe 
cial}, the ? in portance of the «al. 


vation of a sing le sont bound to 
| ‘ibutions of an eternal ex- 
astence beyona the prave, we are 
constrained to pronounce that the 
work is great. Confident that it 
is the Lord’s doing, we are no less 
confident that it is worthy of a 
God, and deserves ever io be 
holden in grateful remembrance. 
Even here, * Lo, it shall be 
said, what hath God wrought !”’ 
There has been a remarkable 
unanimity of sentiment among 

the hopeful subjects of this 
work. They have hee born in- 
tothe doctrines of grace. With 
one voice they have declared that 

the sovereign mercy of oo J alice 
has made them to differ from 
their former ieek. and fiom the 
multitude around them who are 
yet in their sins ; and that, when 
wande:™ 2 from God, with the 
whole strength of their affections, 
the mercy of God arrested and 
overcame them, and saved them 
from destroying themselves. _ Be- 
heving this, and believing in the 
perfect atgributes of Jehovah, they 
clearly perceive that if they are 
saved, their salvation must be ac- 
cording to the eternal purpose of 
God, who according to his abun- 
dant mercy had, from the begin- 
ning chosen them to salvation, 
through sanctification of the Spir- 
it and belief of the truth. Con- 
vinced that they, and all others, 
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naturally choose the road to des. 
truction, they see no. ground to 
hope that any will be saved, were 
it not for the gracious and eter- 
nak purpose of God to display his 
meig¢y in subduing within them 
the power of sin, and transform- 
ing their hearts from enmity to 
love. Itis delightful to observe 
the change which this revival ha 
produced in our society Ina 
considerable number of families, 
the worship of God has been es- 
tablished, and the morning and 
evening sacrifice is regularly of- 
fered in the name of Jesus. — 
Young men of loose and dissipa- 
ted habits have become industri. 
ous, sober and devout: and num- 
bers, to whom. the hanguiage of 
profanity was lately familiar, now 
speak the language of prayer and 
praise. A large proportion of 
our singers, all the males and not 
less than eight females are mem- 
bers of the church. ‘To see and 
hear them perform on the sab- 
bath, to hope their hearts are 
turned to the praise of God, 
and to anticipate 
they will join the church tri- 
umphant in the ‘ Song that 
never closes,” is truly delightful. 
Religion has also gre: ay improv- 
ed our social intercourse Neigh- 
bors enjoy the society of each oth- 
er with arelish never known be- 
fore, and feel that attachment and 
mutual concern for each other, 
which render their visits far more 
interesting and pleasant, as well 
as profitable, than in former days, 
when they were strangers to the 
benevolent spirit of christianity. 

It is time to close this narrative, 
which would not have been thus 
particular byt for an apprehen- 
sion that our situation excited in 
the friends of religion, in this 
State, a peculiar solicitude re 
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pecting the prosperity of Zion 


among us. 
Notwithstanding the great mer- 
cy of God towards us, we have 


to lament the awful prevalence of 


iniquity, and forgetfulness of God. 
But a small part of the inhahi- 
tants of this village, compared 
with the whole,* are even by pro- 
fession, followers of Christ. How 

many of this small part wiil at 
last be weigher in the balance 
and found wanting, is known to 
him only who seeth not as man 
seeth. But if these have reason 
to tremble, what have those to ex. 
pect who cast off fear and restrai 
prayer? If judgment beat at 
the house of God, what shall be 
the end of those, who obey not 
the gospel ? 

Let the friends of Zion pray 
for the peace of Jerusalem. They 
shall prosper that love her. And 
may those of this character, who 
read the above, remember us at 
the throne of mercy, with fervent 
desires, that Christ’ may not be 
wounded in the house of his 
friends, and that perishing sinners 
here, may be plucked as brands 
from the burning. 

Cuester WriGur. 

Montpelier, June 6, 1811. 


ECCLESIASTICAL CONVENTION. 


Agreeably to.a resolve and re- 
quest of the Orange Association, at 
their last meeting, an Ecclesiasti- 
cal Convention, consisting of 
most of the Ministers in the Or- 
ange and Coos or Noribern . Asso- 
ciations, and dele gates from most 
of the churches with which they 
are connected, was holden at Pier- 


* The number of seu!'s in the vilage 


is 450. 


] . es. ; . 
} . Z. (ye CTF ref fF Ayn ony Al 
“CEESTASLEC GO w/OTEY. Ri 29 . 


r a Ty ape 
mont, on Tuesday the 6th alt 
take into consideratton tue pro- 
priccy y of €: itablishing rac ha tritaole 


Fasciti yn, in this pare ot the 
a ‘ - ‘ } . Rs 4 mit 
country, for the purpose Ct ecu- 


cating poor an d 
for the gospel ministry. ihe 
reason of this Convention’s being 
called, was the encourapemen 

which ; ad been given by several 
persons, in this-part of the coun- 
try, saat gts some abroad, that 
considerable donations would be 
made for this purpose, should 
such an institution be established. 
Cuarres Marsu, Esq of Wood- 
stock, was chosen Mod+rator of 
the Convention, and Mr. Smitrn 
of Bath, Scribe. According to 
previous appointment, a discourse 
well adapted to the ager cee was 
delivered by the Rev. Mr. Furs 
LER of Vershire. After consider- 
able discussion of the business of 
the Rieeting, it was Jpcsatans that 
in the opinion of the Convention, 
an institution of the kind before 
mentioned, was both expedient 
and practicable. Phe Conven- 
tion then resolved to undertake 
the establishment of such am in- 

stitution, by the name of “ The 
New Hampshire and Vermont The- 
ological Seminary,? the manage- 
ment of which should be com- 
mitted to a board of ‘Trustees, to 
consist of twelve ; a third of 
which number, at least, to be 
clergymen, and a third, at least, 
laymen. Five of them were ap- 
pointed immediately, viz. Doct. 

Burron of Thetford, C. Marse, 
Esq. of Woodstock, Rev. Mr. 
Fourier of Vershire, Deac. Forn 

of Pierment and the Rev Mr: 
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the interests of the institution ; to 
collect information about the 
most eligible place for its estab- 
lishment, and to report’ to the 
next meeting of the Convention. 
A committee of three was ap- 
pointed to draft a constitution 
for the Seminary, viz. Messrs. 
SouTHERLAND, FitcH and Wor- 
cester; and Mr. Fow Ler to 
draft an address to the churches 
on this subject, both of which 
to be laid before the Convention 
at their next meeting, whith is to 
be atthe house of Exisna Bur- 
ton, Esq. of Norwich, on the 
third Wednesday of October next. 
It must have been highly grat- 
fying to the pious and benev&® 
ent mind, to witness the zeal 
with which this object was prose- 
cuted, and the tavorable pros- 
pects, which there appeared to 
be, that notwithstanding the pl- 
ous and charitable institutions 
which have been already com- 
menced, in this part of the coun- 
try, within a few years, this will 
also receive very handsome pe- 
cuniary aid. Halfacentury age 
this whole region, to a considera- 
ble extent, was little other than a 
wilderness ; now the language of 
the prophecy seems to be fulfilled 
with respect to it—* The wilder- 
ness and ike solitary place shall be 
glad—aad the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as ike rose.”’ 
Washingtonian. 


————— 8 


MA letier from ihe Rev. Messrs. Ca- 
rey, Marshman, Ward,and — 
fo a gentienan, in Phil ladel, bhia 
dated Ser ampore, N. ovember 171 th, 
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VERY DEAR SIR, 
We have the pleasure to ac- 


knowledge the reception of thirty: 


from f ndid. 


[Srrr. 


two Dollars and a half, which you 
was so obliging as to send by 
Mr. Randolph, on account of the 
Translation and beg you will 
have the goodness to present our 
grateful thanks to the Churches 
and Ministers who sent this sum. 

The deep interest you feel in 
the work in which we are engag- 
ed, and the very many favors you 
have shewn us, make us feel more 
than an ordinary degree of love 
and gratitude towards you; and 
we are happy in having an op- 
portunity of begging you to ac- 
cept our warmest thanks, 

Every appearance relative to 
the cause of God in this paft of 
the world leads us to conclude 
that God has large favors to shew 
to Zion. ‘The preaching of the 
word in Calcutta is attended 
with very considerable success. 
Few months have elapsed during 
the present year, without our hav- 
ing baptized some at that place. 
Weexpect to baptize three per- 
sons there to-morrow wéek ; there 
are six others who stand propos- 
ed; and many more are coming 
forward. Our Sister Church in 
Jessore has had many additions 
this year, and there are now a con- 
siderable number, who express 
their desire to embrace the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thecon- 
verts in Jessore, live so far from 
each other, that our brother Ca 
peit, who is their pars r, is obliged 
to administer the Ordinance of the 
Lord’s*Supper in three diiferent 

laces. He has now four native 
itinerants who labor under his 
be 8 and he wishes to have 
three’ more. This is a fine field 
for Missionary labors, and we 


hope cre long to see a number of 


native Churches formed in this 


ieee district. The Church ot 
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which brother Peter is pastor at 
Balasore now consists of nineteen 
members; but ali of them were 
nominal] christians. We pray and 
hope that God may eause his 
word to reach the hearts of the 
natives of Orissa, and there form 
a people for his own glory. Two 
of the European members of the 
Church at Calcutta have given 
themselves up to the work of God, 
and there are two or three more 
whose hearts are inthe work, 
Brother Cornish, one of the two 
engaged inthe work, is on his 
way to Bootan with brother Rob- 
inson, to assist him ia that Mis- 
sion. Brother Robinson has iate- 
ly been bereaved of his wife. 
May God abundantly sanctify the 
affliction.—Brother William Ca 

rey, jun. has committed Sada- 
mahl to the fostering care of our 
dear brother Fernandez and in- 
tends occupying the Mission at 
Cutwa. Brother Chamberlain, 
and brother Peacock, the other of 
the two young men from Calcut- 
ta, who have engaged inthe work, 

are in the prospect of going up 
to Agra in Hindoostan to form a 
Mission there. —The Translations 
ave going on and we hope soon 
to have the Hindoostanee and 
Mahratta New-Testaments out of 
the Press.—We cannot view all 
these things and consider the va- 
rious dispensations of Providence 
towards us, without feeling fresh 
courage in our work, and a de- 
sire to be renewedly given to 
our Redeemer. Pray for us, and 
beg your dear Church to join 
you. 

We bless God for what he is 
doing in the-country in which you 
live, and pray that he may bless 
you more abundantly. Please to 
remember us very affectionately 


\ 
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to Mrs. R and family; as 
also.to our dear brother Wickes, 
and other friends in Philadel- 
phia. 


Extract of a letter from the Rew: 
Dr. Carey, to the Rew. Dr. 
Stoughton, Philadelphia, dated Cal. 
cuita, November 30, 1810. 


& 


My dear brother Staughton, 
Having written to you so late- 
ly by Mr. Bailey, I have now 
very little tosay. Since my dast, 
one or two circumstances of im- 
portance have occurred which 
call for our thankfulness. I men- 
tioned then to you our intention 
of sending brother Chamberlain 
and brother Peacock to begin a 
mission in Hindoostan. We had 
intended them for the Punjab. to 
begin a mission to the Shikhs; 
but the unsettled state of the 
frontier provinces made govern- 
ment scruple to allow any Eu- 
ropean to settle in them at pres« 
ent. As that was on that ac- 
count impracticable at present, 
we turned our thoughts to Hin- 
doostan; and brother Marsh- 
man had .a conversation with 


lord Minto upon the subject, who 


then told him, that he saw no ob- 
jection to our sending two breth- 
ren to Agra and Delhi. — He pre- 
ferred the first of the two, and so 
did we. We therefore made an 
application for leave for them: to 
settle at Agra, which is granted, 

and I expect they will set off 
from this place in a little time for 
that station. We shall then have 
missions to five countries’, viz. 
one to Bengal in which there are 
five churches; one to Hindoos- 
tan, in which will be two Sta- 
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tions, Agra and Patna; one to 
Bootan 3 one to Orissa; and one 
to the Burman empire. In each 
of the two last, there is a church. 
We only want men and means to 
settle at least ten or twelve more 
missionaries, for whom [I believe 
the way is open. 

The work of the Lord still con- 
tinues to go on amongst us. Last 
Lord’s day, I baptized three per- 
sons. Six more are proposed for 
the next month, and [ expect ten 
the month after that. May the 
Lord still graciously smile on his 
word and make it an instrument 
of great good to very many souls. 

My collegiate duties are now 
much more heavy than they ever 
were; the class of students in the 
Bengalee language have increas- 
ed to a very great degree, and 
my other avocations press hard 
uponme. I regret that I have 
spent so much time in translating 
Hindoo writings from the San- 
scrit language into English. I 
ought rather to have translated 
English ones into Sanscrit. I 
have now begun to write a com- 
pendium of Christian doctrines 
in that language. In this, how- 
ever, I shall feel, the advantage 
of having drudged so. long 
at translating their unprofitable 
works as it has obliged me close- 
ly to attend to. their peculiar 
forms of speech, and enabled me 
to acquire a facility of writing in 
that language, which f could not 
otherwise have gained. 

Tam your’s very affectionately, 

W. CAREY. 


—_— -——-- 


INSTALLATIONS. 


INSTALLED,on Wednesday Ju- 
ty Sist, at Park-street church, 


Installations.—Consecraiions.—Ordinations. 


[Sepr, 


Boston, Rev. Epwarp D. Grir. 
Fin, late Professor, in the Divini- 
ty College, Andover. Iptroducto- 
ry prayer by Rev. Dr. Morse of 
Charlestown; Sermon by Rev. 
Mr. Worcester of Salem, from 
2 Tim. ii, 19. Installing prayer 
by Rev. Dr. Holmes of Cam- 
bridge; Charge by Rev. Mr. 
Greenough of Newtown; Right 
hand of fellowship by Rev. Mr, 
Homer of Newtown; Conclud- 
ing prayer by Rev. Mr. Hunting. 
ton of Boston. . : 
At Windham, Me. Rev. Gar- 
pinER Kexttoca, on the Sth 


June last, formerly pastor of the 
church in Bradford, Vt. 


Se ew 
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CONSECRATIONS. 


At New-York, on the 29th of 
May last the Rev. ALEXANDER 
Viers Griswo.p, of Bristol (R. 
I.) was consecrated bishop of the 
Episcopalian Church in the states 
of .Vermont, New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, and Rhode Island ; 
and the Rev. Jounn Henry Ho- 
BART, Was consecrated bishop of 
the Episcopalian Church in the 
state of New-York. 





——— 


ORDINATONS. 


OrpaineD, at Palmer, ( Mass.) 
the Rev. Simeon Cotton. 

At Wells, (Me.) the Rev. Ben- 
yAmin Wuite over. the church 
and congregation of the first par- 
ish in that town. 

At Braintree, .on the 3d July, 
the Rev. Ricuarp 5S. Storrs.— 
Sermon by the Rev..Mr. Storrs 
of Longmeadow. 

At Tyringham, ( Mass.) on the 
10th July, the Rev. Josern W. 
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Dow, over the first Congrega- 
tional church and society. Ser- 
mon by the Rev. J. Webster of 
Hampton. 

On the 15th of May last, at 


New Publications. 
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Brunswick, (Me.) the Rev. Win- 


THROP Baitey, pastor of the» 
church in thattown. Sermonby 
the Rev. President Appleton, 








NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


—_to- 


A funeral Sermon delivered at 
Montpelier, Jan. 5, 1811 at the 
interment of Sibyl Brown, aged 
nine years, daughter of Mr. Am- 
asa Brown. By Chester Wright, 
Pastor of the church in Montpe- 
lier. Montpelier, Walton and 
Goss. 

A Sermon preached at Chel- 
sea, Lord’s day, March 31, 1811. 
By Stephen Fuller, Pastor of a 
church in Vershire. Danville, 
E. Eaton. 

Memoirs of the Rev. Eleazer 
Wheelock, D. D. Founder and 


President of Dart. College, and 


Moors’ Charity School ; with a 
summary history of the College 
and School. To which are add- 
ed copious extracts from Dr, 
Wheelock’s correspondence. By 
David M’Clure, D. D. S.H. S. 
Pastor of achurch in East Wind- 
sor, (Con.) and §lijah Parish, 
D, D. Pastor, of The church in 
Byfield, (Mass.) Newburyport ; 
C. Norris. S8vo. 

The History of the Church of 
Christ. Volume the fourth, Part 
Il. Containing a continuation of 
he sixteenth century. On the 
plan of the late Rev. Joseph Mil- 
ner, By the Rev. Isaac Milner, 
D. D. F. R. S. dean of Carlisle 


and President of Queen’s Col: 
lege, Cambridge. First Ameri- 
can Edition. Boston; D. Mal- 
lory & Co. oi 

William Wells, Boston, has 
commenced the te-publication of 
the Christian Observer, a very yval- 
uable- periodical work, which ‘has 
been continually gaining reputa- 
tion and influence in England 
Since its first establishment, about 
ten years ago. The numbers for 
Jan. Feb. March and April 1811 
are already issued. 

Samuel T. Armstrong, Boston, 
proposes to re-publish by sub- 
scription the Eclectic Review, to 
commence with the first number 
of the present year. This work 
has probably greater excellences 
and fewer defects than any Re. 
view printed in Great Britain— 
The principal excellences are 
those which relate to the religious 
charatter of the work. 

Proposals are issued for print- 
ing by subscription in four S8vo. ° 
volumes, an exposition of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews.. By 
John Owen D. D. The profits 
to be devoted to charitable par- 
poses, S. T. Armstrong, Print- 
er. 
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POETRY. 
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HOPE OF VICTORY OVER OUR SPIRITUAL. ENEMIES. 


1. Waar though a thousand snares assail, 
A thousand-foes our progress bar ; 

Why should our force or spirits fail, 

While Christ is Captain of the war ? 


2. The world array’d in-all its smiles, 
In vain shall strive our peace to mar ; 
We shall escape its dang’rous wiles, 
For Christ is Captain of the war, 


$. The flesh corruption’s power may plead; 
To draw us from our Lord afar ; 

But on its power our souls shall tread, 
Since Christ is Captain of the war. 


4, And Satan too, the king of dread, 
In vain shall mount his hellish car, 
Captivity is captive led, 

By Christ the Captain of the war. 


a 


5. Then let our souls like conqu’rors sing 
Our foes can ne’er our vict’ry bar ; 

Loud Hailelujahs to our King, 

”'Tis Christ our Captain ends the war! 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


In our next number, an account of the Revivals of religion in Pitts. 
ford will be commenced. 

We have likewise just received a descripoaa the Revival in 
Weathersfield. . 

© Purtaris,’ *THEOcRITUS,” and two other communications from 
“« B.” designed for the poetical department have come to hand. 

We have not read the Dialogue between Calvinus and Arminius, 
but shall immediately give it attention. 


at 111) 


DONATIONS TO THE VT. MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


From several individuals in Milton ; - pe 4,42 
Rev. Evans Beardsley contributed ona mission. 13,40 
Rev. John Lawton, do. ma. ‘ 3,05 


Miss Marcy Swaddle, Rutland . Ri 0,50 
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